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The Resurrection

6e p i s o d e

Introduction
While historians agree that 'something happened' on the first Easter Sunday, ac-

cepting Jesus' resurrection requires more than just evidence; it involves a personal 
revolution.

Episode Outline

1. WHAT CAN THE HISTORIAN SAY ABOUT THE RESURRECTION
Accepting the resurrection involves a combination of personal beliefs and historical 
questions.

2. AN EMPTY TOMB
It is widely  agreed among scholars that there was an empty tomb. It is mentioned in 
numerous sources and was accepted even by the early critics of Christianity.

3. EYEWITNESSES
It is widely agreed that, from the very beginning, numerous men and women put 
themselves forward as eyewitnesses to the resurrected Jesus.

4. THE RESURRECTION AS A PERSONAL CHALLENGE
The challenge of the resurrection is more than ‘historical’. According to Luke, Jesus 
sent his disciples out with a challenging personal message.
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5. CHRISTIANITY EXPANDS BUT THE MESSAGE STAYS THE SAME
Christianity spread beyond Jewish boundaries but the message stayed the same: “re-
pentance for the forgiveness of sins.”

6. ‘REPENTANCE’: A PERSONAL REVOLUTION
The Greek word behind ‘repentance’ is meta-noia meaning ‘changed mind’. This in-
volves more than just changed behaviour; it is a change of our deepest attitudes.

Beyond the Life of Jesus
If it could be proven that Jesus did not rise from the dead, would it make any differ-
ence to the significance of Christianity? 
?? Why / why not?

Please (have the facilitator) read Luke 24:44-47 (p.74 in Essentiial Jesus third last 
paragraph only).
Jesus expected people to respond to the message about him with `repentance' (meta-
noia), a profound change of mind. After all that you have read in the Gospel of Luke, 
what 'changes of mind' do you think it asks of us with respect to:
?? God?

?? Ourselves? 

?? Jesus?

Some today find it difficult to accept that forgiveness of sins' is so freely available to 
all who repent. 
?? Why do you think this is?

?? What for you is the most significant thing about the life of Jesus?
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Behind the Life of Jesus
Why do people avoid the Christian faith?
?? Bad experiences

?? Old fashioned rules

?? An internal wrestle

?? The Life of Jesus

Episode Challenge
Christianity proclaims not just a Jesus of history, but one who lives and reigns 
today. Jesus Christ urges each one of us to accept God’s way (repentance) and 
so enjoy forgiveness of sins and a place in God’s kingdom.
The Lord’s prayer, taught by Jesus to his followers, is an expression of trust in 
God, a plea for forgiveness and a commitment to live for God’s kingdom here 
and now. Praying these words would be one appropriate response to the chal-
lenge of the life of Jesus.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed (I.e., honoured) be your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the Kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and forver. Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13)


